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Reading Guide 
 

These questions on chapters are designed to help you to focus on key parts of the novel as 
you are reading. You will not always be expected to produce detailed answers to these 
questions - you may annotate your copy of the novel or we may use them as the basis for 
discussion or presentations in class. 

 

Chapter One 
This chapter focuses on the balloon accident. McEwan's narrative technique of withholding 
information from the reader clearly conveys both the seriousness of the event and 
establishes it as a turning point in the narrator's life. 

 

1. Pages 1 - 3. What is striking about these opening pages? How does McEwan try to 
hook the reader? 

2. Pages 3 - 8. What do you learn about the relationship between Clarissa and Joe? 

3. Underline all of the references to the balloon from their initial sighting 'glimpsed 
through the fresh foliage' to its landing in the field on page 8. 

4. Pages 8 - 16, Comment on the way that the balloon accident is described. Consider: 

• The gradual build up to the event - the focus on the picnic 

• The reader's prior knowledge of the outcome 

• The way that the event is described and that tension is created by the use of 
varied sentence structure 

• Joe's perspective on the event - his analysis of it from memory and his varied 
emotions - swaying from hope to despair 

 

Chapter Two 
This chapter deals with the aftermath of the accident and introduces us to the main plot by 
focusing on Joe's meeting with Jed Parry in the field beside John Logan's body. 

 

5. Page 17 - 19. Comment on Joe's description of the accident and how his actions 
informed the future. 

6. Pages 20 - 21. Underline the details which indicate the importance of this moment in 
determining future events. 

7. Pages 22 - 23. How does McEwan's writing bring out the horror of the situation when 
Joe approaches the corpse? 

8. Pages 24 - 27. What do we learn about Joe and Jed's different views about life from 
their conversation? Which details hint at the significance of this moment and prepare 
the reader for what comes later? 

 



Enduring Love                                  reading guide ~ chapter questions 
 

Enduring Love copyright © Ian McEwan 

© 2002 www.teachit.co.uk  elovhmil3.doc Page 2 of 6 

Chapter Three 
Joe and Clarissa return home and attempt to deal with their experience. Joe receives a phone 
call from Jed. 

 

9.  How are Joe and Clarissa affected by the balloon accident? 

10.  What impression are you given of their relationship in this chapter? 

11. How does the end of this chapter help to move the narrative forward? 

 

Chapter Four 
Joe returns to work and spends time in the reading room of the London Library where he is 
pursued by Jed. 

 

12. What do you learn about Joe's state of mind in this chapter? 

13. Underline all of the subtle references which are made to Jed. 

14. Page 44 - 45. What do you think of Joe's behaviour at the end of this chapter? 

 
Chapter Five 
Joe is afraid of his tormentor but fails to confide in Clarissa. 

 

15. Pages 46 - 51. How does McEwan build tension and suspense in these pages? 

16. Pages 51 - 53. What do we learn about the power of love? 

 

Chapter Six 
In this chapter Joe confides in Clarissa about Jed and Joe and Jed prepare to meet. 

 

17. How does Clarissa react to being told about the phone call? 

 

Chapter Seven 
Joe and Jed meet outside the apartment 

 

18. What do we learn about Jed's feelings for Joe? 

19. What different reactions does Joe experience during their conversation? 

 

Chapter Eight 
Jed keeps vigil outside the apartment. Joe reports this 'stalking' to the police and receives 29 
answer phone messages from Jed. 
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20. In what way is this chapter ' a starting point' in the story? 

21. How has Jed's obsession developed by the end of the chapter? 

22. What do we learn about Joe's career and sense of failure? Why might this be 
important? 

 

Chapter Nine 
This chapter marks a narrative shift. It is told in the third person from Clarissa's point of view; the 
narrator says, 'at least from that point as I later construed it.' Clarissa and Joe argue about Jed. 

23. Why do you think McEwan has changed the narrative style at this point in the novel? 

24. What does this chapter reveal about the different viewpoints of Clarissa and Joe? 

25. How has Parry already begun to come between them? 

26. Does this chapter alter your view of events or change your sympathies? 

 

Chapter Ten 
Immediately after the argument, Joe walks in the rain and is pursued by Jed. This chapter is 
reminiscent of thriller/ detective genre. 

 

27. How do you account for Joe's changed feelings for Clarissa from 'fury' (page 89) to 'a 
sudden leap of cheerful love'? (page 92) 

 

Chapter Eleven 
Jed's first letter to Joe, giving us his perspective on their relationship. 

 

28. What is the purpose of this as a narrative device? 

29. What do we learn about Jed's obsession/ condition? 

30. What do we learn about Jed's background? 

 

Chapter Twelve 
Joe travels to visit Mrs Logan. Clarissa and Joe's relationship is under strain and his insecurity 
leads him to betray her trust by searching her desk. 

 

31. Pages 99 - 103. What evidence is there of 'the fine crack of estrangement' between 
Clarissa and Joe? 

32. Page 104 - 106. Comment on Joe's behaviour in the study. How do you explain it? 
How has Joe 'crossed … the line of [his] own innocence'? 

33. What are Joe's real motives for visiting Mrs Logan? 

 

Chapter Thirteen 
Joe meets Jean Logan and learns of her own explanation of why her husband died. 
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34. Pages 108 - 110. How does McEwan describe Mrs Logan's house? In what way is it 'a 
perfect setting for sorrow'? 

35. Pages 111 - 112. What does Joe learn from his initial conversation with Mrs Logan - 
about her and about himself? 

36. Pages 113 - 117. What is Mrs Logan's separate obsession? 

 

Chapter Fourteen 
Joe is with the Logan children. 

 

37. How does Jean Logan support her hypothesis that 'he was showing off to a girl'? 

38. What gives Joe new purpose and recalls him to his own obsession at the end of the 
chapter? 

 
Chapter Fifteen 
Joe returns to the scene of the accident, meets Parry on his return and is confronted by Clarissa 
who feels betrayed by him. 

 

39. Pages 126 - 128. What does Joe hope to learn from his research into de 
Clerambault's syndrome? 

40. Pages 128 - 131. Comment on the exchange between Joe and Jed outside the 
apartment. Why is Joe afraid of him now? 

41. Pages 131 - 132. How does Clarissa react to the betrayal of searching her desk? In 
what ways does this moment 'signal' a change in their relatiionship? 

 

Chapter Sixteen 
Jed's second letter in which he gives a critical view of Joe's scientific and atheistic perspective. 

 

42. What does this letter reveal about Parry's state of mind? 

43. How has Parry used Joe's work to fuel his obsession? 

 
Chapter Seventeen 
Joe and Clarissa's relationship is deteriorating. 

 

44. What evidence is there of the division between Clarissa and Joe? 

45. What details are we given which help us to understand Clarissa's view of Joe as 
'manic' and 'perversely obsessed'? 

46. How has Parry finally come between them? 
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Chapter Eighteen 
Clarissa's birthday and Joe visits the police station. 

 

47. In what ways do Joe's experiences in this chapter confirm his view that 'I was on my 
own' (page 149)? 

 

Chapter Nineteen 
This chapter deals with the restaurant shooting on Clarissa's birthday. McEwan gives the reader 
two perspectives on the event - as Joe experienced it at the time and as he now sees it with the 
benefit of hindsight. 

48. Page 162 - 167. What clues does McEwan give to prepare the reader for the 
significance of the event? 

49. Pages 170 - 173. Comment in detail on the way that the event is described. 

50. How does this episode move the narrative forward? 

 

Chapter Twenty 
The effects of the restaurant shooting. Joe has further dealings with the police and decides to 
acquire a gun. 

51. Pages 174 - 182. Comment on Joe's state of mind after the shooting and the way that 
he is treated by others. 

52. How has his opinion of Parry changed? Compare his feelings here with those on page 
69. 

53. Pages 182 - 188. In what way is this chapter a turning point for Joe? How does 
McEwan make this clear? 

 

Chapter Twenty One 
Joe visits the 'hippy' household to get the gun. Clarissa is being held hostage by Jed.  

54. What is the purpose of this episode in the narrative? Consider: 

 Plot development 

 Understanding of Joe's character and state of mind 

 Comic relief? 

 

Chapter Twenty Two 
Joe shoots Jed in the apartment. We hear Jed's story. 

55. Pages 204 - 213. What is your reaction to the episode in the apartment?  

56. Comment on Jed's behaviour. 

57. Comment on Joe's behaviour - how do you explain it? 



Enduring Love                                  reading guide ~ chapter questions 
 

Enduring Love copyright © Ian McEwan 

© 2002 www.teachit.co.uk  elovhmil3.doc Page 6 of 6 

58. Pages 214 - 215. Comment on the tone of this section. How does Joe view his actions 
in retrospect? 

 

Chapter Twenty Three 
Clarissa's letter to Joe. 

 

59. In what ways does this letter help to fill gaps in the narrative? 

60. How does Clarissa justify her anger towards Joe? 

 

Chapter Twenty Four 
This chapter concludes the sub-plot of the Logans and offers hints about the future for Joe and 
Clarissa. 

 

61. Pages 220 - 223. What details are we given about Clarissa and Joe's changed 
relationship?  

62. Pages 223 - 231. How does the picnic with the Logan family help to resolve issues in 
the novel and tie up the sub-plot of John Logan's possible affair? 

63. In what ways is forgiveness central to the chapter and to the novel as a whole? 

64. How do you see this ending for Clarissa and Joe? Why do you think McEwan has 
chosen not to focus on their relationship at the end of the novel? 

 

Appendix 1 
An invented discussion of de Clerambault's syndrome and a case study. 

 

65. What is the purpose of this appendix to the novel? Consider: 

 Details about Joe and Clarissa 

 Details about Parry's background 

 Contextual details about his condition 

 Alternative view of events - rational, unemotional account of events in contrast to 
the narrative (the way that Joe would have liked to see it.) 

 

Appendix 2 
A letter from Jed to Joe. 

 

66. What does this letter show about how far Parry's obsession has progressed? 

67. How does this letter compare to the two letters contained within the body of the novel? 

68. Why do you think McEwan chose to include these appendices? What do they add to 
the novel? 


